
KS3 Reading Assessment –
Question Stems



Assessment focus 2: understand, describe, select or  
retrieve information, events or ideas from texts an d use 
quotation and reference to the text

• Find and copy….
• List….
• Give one reason….
• Choose….
• Give an example of….
• Select a word that shows….?
• What….?
• Where….?



Assessment focus 3: deduce, infer or interpret 
information, events or ideas from texts

• How did….feel?
• Why did….think/feel….?
• Why is….important?
• How do we know….?
• What does this tell us about….is thinking/feeling?
• Explain why/how….
• What suggests that….?
• What makes us think that….?
• Match feelings/thoughts to appropriate points in the story
• The author makes…………….appear….which two words 

or phrases show this.
• Which two words or phrases show that the writer …?
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Assessment focus 4: identify and comment on the 
structure and organisation of texts, including 
grammatical and presentational features at text lev el

• Why is this headline important to the story?
• Why is the word ’__________’ in bold print?
• How do the sub-headings make this article easier to read?
• Here are four sub-headings which could be used for different 

paragraphs in this text.  Number each sub-heading to show the 
order in which they should be placed in the text.

• In the last section of the text, from the line…..…to the end, how is 
the reader prepared for the discovery that……..?

• Explain two ways in which paragraph 1 creates an atmosphere of 
…….…..at the beginning of the text.

• Complete a table identifying either personal experiences or statistics 
and facts.

• Explain one reason why the text has been organised with 
paragraphs about personal experiences as well as paragraphs 
about statistics and facts.



Assessment focus 4: identify and comment on the 
structure and organisation of texts, including 
grammatical and presentational features at text lev el

• Explain one difference in the way that the two parts of the text are 
written.

• Explain how the order of the sections helps the reader to understand 
fully the problems caused by……………..

• Explain two ways this sentence makes the reader want to read 
more.  Support each explanation with a quotation from this 
sentence.

• All writers want to attract their readers’ attention in the first line of a 
text.  How does the opening question in this text achieve this?

• Draw a line to match each paragraph with its purpose.
• How do you know that the text is based on spoken dialogue from a

radio programme?  You should write about organisation and layout
of the text – how the characters speak to each other.

• Here are five statements about the contents of different parts of this 
text.

• Number the statements in the order in which they appear in the text.



Assessment focus 5: explain and comment on writers’
uses of language, including grammatical and literar y 
features at word and sentence level

• In paragraph …., what does the choice of words 
in the following phrase suggest about ….?

• What is the effect of the use of this word?
• What does the phrase……………. suggest about 

the … ?
• Why is the word…………… in inverted commas?
• On page …………, how is language used in 

different ways to create a positive image of 
………….?

• Explain how the choice of language in the 
phrase …………….. creates a feeling of …



Assessment focus 5: explain and comment on writers’
uses of language, including grammatical and literar y 
features at word and sentence level

• feeling of ………..
• In paragraphs ……………, how does the writer’s use of 

language suggest the different impressions of ………..?
• Look at the beginning of paragraph ……… How does 

the atmosphere change?  Give two examples.
• What are the effects of describing ……….. using the 

words ……………?
• What impressions of ………………… does this image 

create?
• Why do you think the word ……… has been used in this 

sentence?
• Look at the introduction.  Explain how the choice of 

language gains the reader’s interest.



Assessment focus 6: identify and comment on writers ’
purpose and viewpoints and the overall effect of th e 
text on the reader

• How does the author make you think that the character telling the 
story is a young person like you?

• Find and copy a phrase that tells you that this article was written for 
children.

• How could reading this information help you if …………..?
• How does the article try to make the reader feel ………….?
• What do you learn about the writer’s viewpoint and purpose in the 

text overall?  Mark the following statements with true and false – e.g. 
The writer thinks that .… The writer is sure that ………. The writer’s 
aim in the text is to ………

• How does paragraph …. make the reader think that …….. is exciting 
but also has a serious purpose?

• Suggest one reason why the writer included a range of examples to 
support her ideas in paragraph …………

• In paragraph …………., how is the importance of …………. 
emphasised?



Assessment focus 6: identify and comment on writers ’
purpose and viewpoints and the overall effect of th e 
text on the reader

• Explain one way.
• In paragraph ………….., how does the writer try to make the reader 

feel involved in this part of the account?
• The purpose of this text is to ………….. How effectively does it do 

this?  You should write about: The variety of information provided, 
the presentation of the text, the ways the ideas are introduced and 
explained.

• Why do you think this text was given the title “…………….”?
• This extract is from the beginning of the book.  What do you think 

makes readers want to read the rest of the book?
• Explain how this text is suitable for ………
• Explain one way in which you think this text is not suitable for ….
• How do you think the comparison of ………. with ……….. helps the 

reader to understand ………?  You should comment on what the 
comparison suggests about ……………..; what the comparison tells 
us about …………; why it is an effective comparison.


