
“What do we want students to LEARN in English?” 
 
KS3 English: Assessment Focuses 
 
Speaking & Listening 
AF1: Talk in purposeful and imaginative ways to explore ideas and feelings, using non-verbal features for clarity and effect. 
AF2: Listen and respond to others, identifying main ideas, implicit meanings and viewpoints, and how these are presented. 
AF3: Adapt and vary structures and vocabulary according to purpose, listeners and what is spoken about, selecting and using the 
features of spoken standard English appropriately. 
AF4: Make a range of contributions when working in groups, shaping meanings through suggestions, comments and questioning, and 
drawing ideas together. 
AF5: Create and sustain different roles, adapting techniques in a range of dramatic activities to explore ideas, texts and issues. 
AF6: Identify the variety and uses of spoken language, comment on their meaning and impact, and draw on these in talking to others. 
 
Reading 
AF1: Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning 
AF2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text 
AF3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 
AF4: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level 
AF5: Explain and comment on the writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level 
AF6: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of a text on the reader 
AF7: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions 
 
Writing 
AF1: Write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts 
AF2: Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader and purpose 
AF3: Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring information, ideas and events 
AF4: Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs 
AF5: Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect 
AF6: Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses and sentences 
AF7: Select appropriate and effective vocabulary 
AF8: Use correct spelling 
 
 



GCSE Assessment Objectives 
AQA WJEC 

English Language 
AO1 Speaking and Listening 

• Speak to communicate clearly and purposefully; structure and sustain 
talk, adapting it to different situations and audiences; use standard 
English and a variety of techniques as appropriate. 

• Listen and respond to speakers’ ideas and perspectives, and how they 
construct and express meanings. 

• Interact with others, shaping meanings through suggestions, comments 
and questions and drawing ideas together. 

• Create and sustain different roles. 
 

AO2 Study of spoken language 
• Understand variations in spoken language, explaining why language 

changes in relation to contexts. 
• Evaluate the impact of spoken language choices in their own and others’ 

use. 
 
AO3 Studying written language 

• Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to purpose, 
collating from different sources and making comparisons and cross 
references as appropriate. 

• Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives. 
• Explain and evaluate how writers use linguistic, grammatical, structural 

and presentational features to achieve effects and engage and influence 
the reader. 

 
AO4 Writing 

• Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and 
adapting forms and selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and 
purpose in ways that engage the reader. 

• Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced 
sentences, paragraphs and whole texts, using a variety of linguistic and 
structural features to support cohesion and overall coherence. 

• Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate punctuation and spelling. 

 
At least one-third of the available credit should be allocated to this last part of 
AO4. 

AO1 Speaking and Listening 
• Speak to communicate clearly and purposefully; structure and sustain 

talk, adapting it to different situations and audiences; use standard 
English and a variety of techniques as appropriate 

• Listen and respond to speakers’ ideas, perspectives and how they 
construct and express their meanings 

• Interact with others, shaping meanings through suggestions, comments 
and questions and drawing ideas together 

• Create and sustain different roles 
 
AO2 Studying spoken language 

• Understand variations in spoken language, explaining why language 
changes in relation to contexts 

• Evaluate the impact of spoken language choices in their own and others' 
use. 

 
AO3 Studying written language 

• Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to purpose, 
collating from different sources and making comparisons and cross-
references as appropriate 

• Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives 
• Explain and evaluate how writers use linguistic, grammatical, structural 

and presentational features to achieve effects and engage and influence 
the reader 

• Understand texts in their social, cultural and historical contexts 
 
AO4 Writing 

• Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and 
adapting forms and selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and 
purpose in ways which engage the reader 

• Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced 
sentences, paragraphs and whole texts, using a variety of linguistic and 
structural features to support cohesion and overall coherence 

• Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate punctuation and spelling 

One third of the available credit is allocated to this last part of AO4. 
 



AQA WJEC 
English Literature 

AO1 
• respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and 

evaluate relevant textual detail to illustrate and support 
interpretations 

AO2 
• explain how language, structure and form contribute to 

writers’ presentation of ideas, themes and settings 
AO3 

• make comparisons and explain links between texts, 
evaluating writers’ different ways of expressing meaning and 
achieving effects 

AO4 
• relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; 

explain how texts have been influential and significant to self 
and other readers in different contexts and at different times. 

 
Quality of Written Communication (QWC) 
In GCSE specifications which require candidates to produce written 
material in English, candidates must do the following: 

• Ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are accurate so that the meaning is clear. 

• Select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to 
purpose and to complex subject matter. 

• Organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist 
vocabulary when relevant. 

 
In this specification QWC will be assessed in all questions that 
require extended writing and in all units. 
 

AO1 
• Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and 

evaluate relevant textual detail to illustrate and support 
interpretations 33.5% 

AO2 
• Explain how language, structure and form contribute to 

writers’ presentation of ideas, themes and settings 28.8% 
AO3 

• Make comparisons and explain links between texts, 
evaluating writers’ different ways of expressing meaning and 
achieving effects 19.5% 

AO4 
• Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; 

explain how texts have been influential and significant to self 
and other readers in different contexts and at different times 
18.2% 

 
Mark schemes include the following specific criteria for the assessment of 
written communication within levels of achievement descriptors: 

• legibility of text; accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar; 
clarity of meaning; 

• selection of a form and style of writing appropriate to purpose and 
to complexity of subject matter; 

• organisation of information clearly and coherently; use of 
specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 

 
 
 



AS/A Level Assessment Objectives 
AQA WJEC 

English Language 
AO1  
Select and apply a range of linguistic methods to communicate relevant 
knowledge using appropriate terminology and coherent, accurate written 
expression 
AO2  
Demonstrate critical understanding of a range of concepts and issues 
related to the construction and analysis of meanings in spoken and 
written language, using knowledge of linguistic approaches 
AO3  
Analyse and evaluate the influence of contextual factors on the 
production and 
reception of spoken and written language, showing knowledge of the key 
constituents of language 
AO4  
Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English in a range of 
different contexts, informed by linguistic study 

AO1 
Select and apply a range of linguistic methods, to communicate relevant 
knowledge using appropriate terminology and coherent, accurate written 
expression. 
AO2 
Demonstrate critical understanding of a range of concepts and issues 
related to the construction and analysis of meanings in spoken and 
written language, using knowledge of linguistic approaches. 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate the influence of contextual factors on the 
production and reception of spoken and written language, showing 
knowledge of the key constituents of language. 
AO4 
Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English in a range of 
different contexts, informed by linguistic study. 

 
AQA WJEC 

English Literature 
AO1  
Articulate creative, informed and relevant responses to literary texts, 
using appropriate terminology and concepts, and coherent, accurate 
written expression 
AO2  
Demonstrate detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways in 
which structure, form and language shape meanings in literary texts 
AO3  
Explore connections and comparisons between different literary texts, 
informed by interpretations of other readers 
AO4  
Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the 
contexts in which literary texts are written and received 

AO1 
Articulate creative, informed and relevant responses to literary texts, 
using appropriate terminology and concepts, and coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
AO2 
Demonstrate detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways in 
which structure, form and language shape meanings in literary texts. 
AO3 
Explore connections and comparisons between different literary texts, 
informed by interpretations of other readers. 
AO4 
Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the 
contexts in which literary texts are written and received. 

 
 



Key Assessment Focuses/Objectives for Progression i n English 
 
Task: 
Using the Assessment Focuses from KS3 and the Assessment Objectives from KS4 and KS5, aim to record the objectives or key 
learning that will enable students to progress in English. Record your reasoning in the boxes provided. 
 
Speaking & Listening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reasoning: 

Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reasoning: 

Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reasoning: 

  



Key Assessment Focuses/Objectives for Progression i n English 
 
Task: (Reflection and Planning) 
Now that the picture of what is key for students in terms of progression is clearer, reflect on what implications this has for your practice 
under the following headings. 
 
Planning: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject Knowledge & Resources: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


